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The main goal of the concept of sustainable development worldwide and at the level of nation states is
the harmonious coexistence of man and nature, when the economic system that creates benefits for human
life, functions without harming the environment, and is able to demonstrate economic growth that does
not depend on increasing the use of non-renewable resources in production processes and does not create
additional negative impact on the ecosystem. Such a gap between economic growth and environmental
damage is called decoupling.

The word "decoupling" means "disconnection" and is used in various sciences, such as physics, me-
chanics, electronics, finance, economics, etc., to denote the rupture of the relationship between processes
and phenomena. In studies of the economics of nature management and environmental protection, sus-
tainable development, green, circular, or circular economy, this word is used in the phrases: "decapping in
the economy" [3; 2], "ecological decoupling " [5], "ecological and economic decoupling " [8; 9], "decou-
pling of economic growth and environmental impact" [6], "decoupling from economic growth and con-
sumption" [11] and "decoupling of environmental pressure from economic growth" [12], etc.

The work of P. Tapio, M. Fisker-Kowalski, K.Y. Zeng and V.M. Wong, 0.0 .Veklych and B.M.
Danylyshyn, O. Vatchenko and K. Svistun, O.M. Tura, A.V. Barzhina, I .M. Sotnyk and L.A. Kulik and
others. Despite the high interest of scientists in this topic, we consider it appropriate to deepen research in
this area in order to systematize the theoretical material, clarify and improve definitions, as well as the
essence of basic concepts for their operation in the future.

The decoupling of environmental pressures from economic growth was first considered by the Organi-
zation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) in its 2002 report "Indicators to Measure
the Decoupling of Environmental Pressure from Economic Growth" [12], which refers to the gap between
“environmental bads” and “economic goods”, which has become one of the main goals of the OECD En-
vironment Strategy for the first decade of the 21st century.

Today in the scientific literature there are many determinations of this type of decoupling, which sci-
entists give depending on the subject of their study. To maximize the definition of this concept for all
possible parameters, we propose to analyze the existing definitions of decoupling with the subsequent
separation of common content features between them, which we synthesize into a single definition. As
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our analysis of the existing definitions of the concept of “decoupling” [12; 4; 7; 1; 10; 3; 6; 13] shows,
they have three common features:

1) the predominance of economic growth of the economic system over the environmental damage it
causes.

Since decoupling is treated as a gap, there is a positive gap between the economic growth sought by
the economic system and environmental losses as prices for such growth, it means decoupling occurs
when the ratio of economic growth to environmental damage is greater than one.

2) environmental damage is assessed by two groups of factors: resource factors and environmental fac-
tors.

Environmental losses can occur both at the entrance to the economic system in the form of exhaustible
raw materials and non-renewable energy resources used in production, and at the exit from it as emissions
of harmful substances into the environment (greenhouse gases, industrial effluents, waste, etc. ).

3) the growing gap between the economic growth of the economic system and the environmental dam-
age it causes.

Decoupling involves a steady growth of the gap between economic growth and environmental dam-
age, which is expected either by stopping maximizing environmental losses from the economic system, or
reducing them by introducing eco-innovation into production processes, expanding the use of alternative
energy sources, recycling, waste disposal without damage to the ecosystem, etc.

In turn, the application of the method of synthesis to our common content features in the analyzed def-
initions allows us to define decoupling as a state of the economic system in which its economic growth
outweighs the environmental damage it does to the ecosystem through two groups of factors: resource and
factors environmental impact with the prospect of widening such a gap in the future.
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