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THE PROBLEM OF DEFINING THE CONCEPT
OF “INTERNET DISCOURSE” IN MODERN LINGUISTICS

Annotation
This article reveals the problem of defining "Internet discourse". Various types of

communication are being explored, including electronic communication. Various
definitions of "discourse" and "Internet discourse" are given, and various approaches to
their study are considered. The main features of the concept of "Internet discourse" are
explored.

Keywords
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Nowadays it is impossible to imagine our life without the Internet. The Internet has
become a platform not only for obtaining and processing information, but also for the
exchange of opinions, feelings, and emotions.

The development of information technologies contributes to the emergence of new
types and forms of communication in which the synthesis of oral and written speech
takes place.

Discourse is a complex concept, so there are many definitions of it. So, for example,
T.M. Nikolaeva gives the following concept of discourse: “Discourse is a multi - valued
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term of text linguistics, used by a number of authors in meanings that are almost
homonymous. The most important of them are: 1) a coherent text; 2) oral - colloquial
form of the text; 3) dialogue; 4) a group of statements related to each other in meaning;
5) a speech work as a given – written or oral” [10, p. 467].

V.G. Borbotko defines discourse as a text that consists of communicative units of
language - sentences and their associations into larger units that are in continuous
semantic connection, which makes it possible to perceive it as an integral entity [3, p.
eight]. He also notes that text is a more general concept than discourse: discourse is
always text, but not every text is discourse, so discourse is a special case of text.

In modern linguistics, there are several approaches to the definition of discourse:
communicative, structural - stylistic, structural - syntactic, structural - pragmatic and socio
- pragmatic approach. In the communicative approach, discourse is understood as verbal
communication or as a type of dialogical utterance.

In the structural - stylistic approach, discourse is an organization of colloquial speech,
characterized by situationality (the presence of a large number of associative links) and
spontaneity.

In the structural - syntactic approach, the discourse is considered as a fragment of the
text, i.e. several sentences related to each other in meaning. While in the socio -
pragmatic approach, discourse is a generalization of socio - ideological statements. Thus,
we can note the fact that discourse is associated with speech and text, i.e. discourse is
an intermediate link between verbal communication and fixed text.

Discourse has a long history of origin. The term “discourse” was introduced by E.
Buissance in his work “Language and Discourse”, where discourse was perceived as a
mechanism for translating language as a sign system into speech.

In the 1950s, the concept of discourse expanded and developed, and, first of all, it
was associated with the development of structural linguistics. A great contribution to the
study of discourse was made by the French linguist Michel Pesce and his work
“Automatic Discourse Analysis”, in which he wrote that discourse is a combination of
linguistic and ideological approaches in the analysis of texts, i.e. language and ideology
meet in discourse.

The French philosopher Roland Barthes believes that discourse is social signs filled with
socially significant meanings and mythological content. Social signs, according to Barth,
are words, things, images, etc. [8, p.63 - 67].

The Dutch linguist Van Dyck, one of the founders of text theory, defines discourse as a
concept relating to oral and written speech. Discourse is a written or speech verbal
product of a communicative action. At the same time, the use of the concept of
"discourse" always refers to some specific objects in a specific setting and in a specific
context [4].

V.Z. Demyankov offers the most complete definition of discourse: “Discourse is an
arbitrary piece of text consisting of more than one sentence or an independent part of a
sentence. Often, but not always, centered around some core concept; creates a general
context that describes actors, objects, circumstances, times, actions, etc., determined not
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so much by the sequence of sentences, but by the world that is common to the creator
of the discourse and its interpreter, which is “built” according to the discourse
deployment code - this is the point of the “ethnography of speech” [7].

M. Stubbs distinguishes three basic characteristics of discourse: 1) it is a unit of
language that exceeds the sentence in volume, 2) is associated with the use of language
in a social context, 3) in its form, the discourse is interactive, i.e. dialogical [1].

In the modern world, most of the communication between people takes place in the
form of Internet communication.

Internet communication is a method of communication in which the exchange and
transmission of information takes place using the Internet. It differs from everyday
communication:

1) number of communicants: communication can be between a group of people, one
person and a group of people, as well as between a person and a computer;

2) anonymity: users can hide their names and communicate through nicknames;
3) use of graphic means: a distinctive feature of Internet communication is the use of

emoticons, emoji, capital letters.
Thus, at present, such a concept as Internet discourse (or computer discourse) has

appeared and is actively developing.
O.V. Lutovinova defines computer discourse as a text immersed in the situation of

communication through electronic means of communication, or rather, through a
computer [9].

The main environment in which the Internet discourse operates is the Internet, so the
Internet discourse combines syntactic, pragmatic, structural, communicative factors, as
well as human interaction.

In modern domestic linguistics, there are various concepts for designating
communication carried out with the help of a computer: “Internet discourse”, “electronic
communication”, “computer discourse”, etc.

Linguists believe that the concept of "electronic communication" is broader than the
concept of "Internet discourse". Akhrenova N.A. defines "Internet discourse" as "the
process of creating a text in conjunction with pragmatic, sociocultural, psychological
factors, a purposeful social action, including the interaction of people and the
mechanisms of their consciousness - cognitive processes"[2].

Vinogradova T.Yu. in his article “The specifics of communication on the Internet” gives
the following features of Internet discourse: anonymity, voluntariness and desirability of
contacts, difficulty in the emotional component of communication, the peculiarity of the
flow of processes of interpersonal perception of information, the desire for atypical,
abnormal behavior [5, p.63 - 67].

It should also be noted that Internet communications are characterized by such
properties as multimedia, non - linearity and hypertextuality. Multimedia is a way of
presenting information or text using photographs, audio or video recordings.

Hypertextuality is “a set of specific features of hypertext in the presentation,
structuring and organization of access to information. It is expressed in the form of
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potential openness and non - finality. Under the nonlinearity of Dedova O.V. understands
"the impossibility to follow the initially given order of information units, to guess the
author's logic in the sequence of presentation, in the absence of what could be called
"beginning" and "end"" [6, p.22 - 36].

Yudina T.V. highlights "spatiality" as another property of the Internet discourse. By
“spaciousness”, she understands the ability to communicate in real time, accompanying it
with links, footnotes, as well as constant updating of data [11, p.401 - 407].

At present, Internet discourse is not only a sphere of communication, but also has an
impact on the personality itself, which is manifested in the particular choice of language
means used: 1) linguistic: the use of idioms, digital and alphabetic designations,
quotations; 2) structural - semantic: a certain arrangement of parts on the screen and
inside the text, the use of graphic signs and spaces to focus attention; 3) extralinguistic:
the use of pictures, photographs, artistic and graphic images.

Internet discourse is a multifaceted type of communication that depends on many
factors. It is the Internet discourse that influences such factors as: increased dialogicity
(communication in chat rooms, forums, etc.); development of written speech (use of a
large number of simple sentences, emotionally colored vocabulary). Thus, Internet
discourse is a synthesis of oral and written speech.

The analysis of the Internet discourse has shown that the study of the Internet
discourse as a genre of modern communication is relevant in view of its constant
development, as well as the plurality of approaches to its study.
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