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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN CHINESE AGRICULTURE 

 

Annotation. The article presents the development opportunities and impacts of 

China's agricultural economy and trade under sustainable development, and con-

cludes that the flow of rural population, land utilization, quality and safety of agricul-

tural products are the main factors affecting the sustainable development of agricul-

ture in China. 

Keywords: concept, agriculture, trad, economy, agricultural production. 

 

The concept of sustainable development represents the confluence of a growing 

awareness and understanding of the complex global relationship between environmen-

tal issues, socio-economic concerns such as poverty and inequality, and the long-term 

future of human health. This growing awareness has highlighted the interdependencies 

and interactions between these domains, prompting a move towards a more holistic 

approach to the resolution of global challenges. Consequently, sustainable develop-

ment is closely connected with both environmental and socio-economic issues. It is 

understood that meaningful progress can only be achieved by addressing not only the 

health of our planet and the well-being of societies, but also the equitable distribution 

of resources and opportunities. 

Literally, sustainable development refers to maintaining development over time, 

that is to say, development that ensures the needs of present and future generations on 

a global level, the continuous improvement of the general quality of life and equity, the 

protection and preservation of the environment, of biological diversity and of ecosys-

tems, the protection and preservation of natural resources, the rational use of renewable 

resources, the reduction of the consumption of non-renewable resources, the change in 

production and consumption patterns while ensuring respect for ecological limits, the 
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use of renewable energy sources and innovative technologies to reduce negative im-

pacts on the environment, the strengthening of international partnership at the national, 

regional and local levels, and the establishment of a strong institutional framework for 

all parties interested in the concept of sustainable development. Reducing negative im-

pacts on the environment through the use of renewable sources of energy and creative 

technologies, strengthening international cooperation at the national, regional and local 

levels, and establishing an effective institutional framework for a strong network of 

interested parties interested in implementing the concept of sustainable development. 

Three key factors of this concept are: 1) the concept of development (socio-economic 

development in line with ecological constraints), 2) the concept of needs (reduction of 

resources to ensure quality of life for all people), and 3) the concept of future genera-

tions (possibilities for long-term use of resources to ensure the necessary quality of life 

for future generations). 

China was one of the first countries to start the transition to sustainable develop-

ment and building a green economy by introducing large-scale investment. The con-

cept of sustainable development has come into the spotlight due to the concept of 

«beautiful China», which was elevated to constitutional status in March 2018 after the 

National People's Congress meeting. The concept of ecological civilization is linked to 

the Chinese notion that nature should be respected and cared for, rather than a resource 

that can be endlessly exploited for personal gain.  

China’s agricultural economy includes agricultural production, agricultural 

product circulation, rural economy, etc., and the relevant situation and related data of 

China’s agricultural economy is as follows [4]. 

1. Agricultural production: China is also one of the world’s largest agricultural 

producer, with abundant agricultural resources, and a wide range of agricultural indus-

tries. Its main agricultural products are food cotton, oil, vegetables, fruits and so on. 

2. Rural population: China has hundreds of millions of people in rural areas, 

and the rural population accounts for a large part of China’s total population. With the 

progress of urbanization, the flow of rural population and the adjustment of employ-

ment structure are also the focus of the problem. 

3. Rural economy: The Chinese government attaches importance to rural eco-

nomic development, and takes various measures and policies to support rural economic 

development and improve farmers’life, such as the construction of rural infrastructure, 

rural finance, and the land system reform of rural areas. 

4. Circulation of agricultural products: China’s agricultural product circulation 

market has been perfected day by day, and an industrial chain from production to sale 

has also been formed. The main retail outlets in large agricultural products e-commerce 
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platform etc., all the products have all kinds of sales channels to provide a lit of choice 

for consumers. 

5.  Rural finance: Rural finance is the important material support foe the devel-

opment of rural economy in China. The main carriers of rural finance are rural credit 

cooperatives, rural credit cooperatives, agricultural development banks, rural small 

loan companies etc., providing various services such as loans savings,currencies and 

insurance for the farmers. 

6. Modern agriculture: The Chinese government is promoting the development of 

modern agriculture. The key to this development is to improve the quality and safety of 

agricultural product and to promote the development of agricultural industrialization. 

In general, China's agricultural trade has been growing, but it also faces some 

challenges, such as rural population flow, land resource utilization, and the quality and 

safety of agricultural products. Economic transformation is to achieve the strategic goal 

of rural revitalization. 

Specific data supports the above view. 

1. Agricultural production data: 

 – China is the world's largest food producer, and the annual food production 

ranks first in the world. In 2023, China's total grain output reached approximately  

641 million tons; 

 – China is the largest rice in the world, wheat and corn producers, accounting 

for about 30 %, 25 % and 22 % of the world's total output [1]. 

2. Rural population data: 

 – in 2023, China's rural population was about 477 million, accounting for about 

34,07 % of China's total population [2]. 

3. Cycle data of agricultural products: 

 – the size of China's agricultural e-commerce market has increased year by year, 

and the transaction volume of agricultural e-commerce in 2023 reached about  

2,5 trillion yuan; 

 – China has the world's largest rural marketing market network and spread 

throughout the country, providing important channels for the sales of agricultural prod-

ucts [3]. 

The most distinctive feature of the modern Chinese economic development 

model is the attempt to link sustainable development, innovation and technological de-

velopment of the country. In order to achieve the above development direction, China 

can establish a sound policy and mechanism, including the formulation of policies that 

are conducive to agricultural development and farmers' interests, strengthen supervi-

sion and law enforcement, promote the cooperation between government, enterprises 



178 

 

and society, and form a win-win situation. At the same time, strengthen scientific re-

search and innovation, improve the level of agricultural production technology, pro-

mote agricultural industrialization and modernization, and make greater contributions 

to achieving sustainable development goals. 
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